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The hymen is a fold of mucous membrane which surrounds or partially covers the external vaginal opening. It
forms part of the vulva, or external genitalia. The most common formation of the hymen is crescentic or
crescent-shaped, although several other formations are possible. After a woman gives birth she may be left
with remnants of the hymen called carunculae myrtiformes or the hymen may be completely absent.The
hymen has no known anatomical function. In societies which value chastity, the greatest significance of the
hymen is a traditional belief that an intact hymen indicates a state of intact virginity. However, it is not
possible to confirm that a woman or post-pubescent girl is a virgin by examining the hymen. A physician
routinely checks the appearance of the hymen of baby girls at birth , and again during all future pelvic
examinations. In cases of suspected rape or sexual abuse a detailed examination of the hymen may be
carried out, however the condition of the hymen alone is often inconclusive or open to misinterpretation,
especially if the patient has reached puberty. (From the Wikpedia article Hymen.)

Recent Publications on Hymen: PLI bWE’d

» Congenital urethrovaginal fistula with imperforate hymen: a first case report.

BACKGROUND: Congenital urethrovaginal fistulas are rare, and all five...30th October, 2009
Department of Urology, King Edward Memorial Hospital, Mumbai, India.- J Obstet Gynaecol Can. 2009
Jul;31(7):652-3.

» Female epispadias: a case report and review of the literature.

Isolated female epispadias without exstrophy is an extremely rare...28th October, 2009
Department of Urology, Medical Faculty, Gaziosmanpasa University, Tokat,- Kaohsiung J Med Sci.
2009 Nov;25(11):613-6.

» Congenital anomalies of the female reproductive tract in a patient with Goltz syndrome.
BACKGROUND: Goltz syndrome, or focal dermal hypoplasia, is a rare...23rd October, 2009
Division of Gynecology, Children's Hospital Boston, Harvard Medical- J Pediatr Adolesc Gynecol. 2009

Aug;22(4):e71-2. (DOI Direct Link)

* Hymen sparing surgery for imperforate hymen: case reports and review of literature.
BACKGROUND: Imperforate hymen, with an incidence between 0.1% and 0.05%,...23rd October,
2009
Zonguldak Karaelmas University, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology,- J Pediatr Adolesc
Gynecol. 2009 Aug;22(4):e61-4. (DOI Direct Link)

» Comment on a cerclage method for hymenoplasty.

OBJECTIVE: To investigate the types, clinical features and therapeutic...22nd October, 2009
- Taiwan J Obstet Gynecol. 2009 Jun;48(2):203.

» Defining success after surgery for pelvic organ prolapse.

OBJECTIVES: To describe pelvic organ prolapse surgical success rates using...9th October, 2009
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Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Women's Health Institute, Cleveland Clinic,- Obstet Gynecol. 2009
Sep;114(3):600-9. (DOI Direct Link)

 Pelvic organ support among primiparous women in the first year after childbirth.
INTRODUCTION AND HYPOTHESIS: This study describes pelvic organ support...25th September,
2009
Department of Gynecology & Obstetrics, Johns Hopkins University, 4940- Int Urogynecol J Pelvic Floor
Dysfunct. 2009 Sep 24. (DOI Direct Link)

» Use of hyaluronic acid for vaginal stenosis in a woman with a history of imperforate hymen and

transverse vaginal septum: a case report.
BACKGROUND: Female reproductive tract abnormalities are common and may...18th September,
2009
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Hacettepe University Faculty of- J Reprod Med. 2009
Jun;54(6):397-400.

» Hymen reconstruction: Ethical and legal issues.

A hymen may be ruptured by sexual intercourse and several other means. In...1st September, 2009
Faculty of Law, Faculty of Medicine and Joint Centre for Bioethics,- Int J Gynaecol Obstet. 2009
Dec;107(3):266-9. Epub 2009 Aug 29. (DOI Direct Link)

» Imperforate hymen is associated with elevated serum CA125 and CA19-9 levels: a reappraisal.
OBJECTIVES: To describe pelvic organ prolapse surgical success rates using...22nd August, 2009
1st Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Alexandra Hospital,- J Obstet Gynaecol. 2009

Aug;29(6):560-1. (DOI Direct Link)

» Reports of Repetitive Penile-Genital Penetration Often Have No Definitive Evidence of Penetration.
Objectives: The goals were to evaluate the association of definitive...8th August, 2009
Department of Pediatrics, Children's Mercy Hospitals and Clinics,- Pediatrics. 2009 Aug 3. (DOI Direct

Link)

» Changes in Genital Anatomy and Microbiology in Girls between Age 6 and Age 12 Years: A
Longitudinal Study.
STUDY OBJECTIVE: To study changes in genital anatomy and occurrence of...1st August, 2009
Resource Centre about violence, traumatic stress and suicide prevention;- J Pediatr Adolesc Gynecol.

2009 Jul 28. (DOI Direct Link)

* [Analysis of 81 cases of congenital anomalies of the vagina]
OBJECTIVE: To investigate the types, clinical features and therapeutic...22nd July, 2009
Maternal and Infant Hospital of Guangzhou, Guangzhou 510180, China.- Nan Fang Yi Ke Da Xue Xue
Bao. 2009 Jul;29(7):1468-70.

» Minihysteroscopy for examination and management of pathologic lesions of virginal reproductive tracts:

can we preserve the hymen intact?
OBJECTIVE: To investigate the types, clinical features and therapeutic...21st July, 2009
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Cathay General Hospital, #280,- Arch Gynecol Obstet.
2009 Jul 19. (DOI Direct Link)

Hymen Clinical Trials:

» Efficacy Study of Vaginal Mesh for Prolapse
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Hymen Patents:

» 4882880- Ganging of buffing wheels

» 5202104~ Process for preparing silica having a low silanol content

» 5238187- Liquid vaporizing, diffusing and dripping

» 5282561- Portable beverage dispenser

» 5339986- Method of dispensing beverage

» 5374060- Method of wagering at a racetrack

» 5376338- _Air treating apparatus and cartridge for such apparatus

» 5388867- Hose

» 5396832- Fryer protective covering

» 5431885- Cartridge for deodorizing, disinfecting or humidifying apparatus and article for cartridge

» 5458559- Artificial vagina

» 5167935- Apparatus for treatment of nitrogen oxides

» 5127396- Plug and phallic device and system

» 4892518- Hemodialysis

» 4907593- Adaptation of heart pacing to physical activity

» 4972168- Transformers and cores for transformers

» 4978223- Determination of dimensions of tubes

» 4993140- Method of making transformers and cores for transformers

» 4993141- Method of making transformers and cores for transformers

» 5017348- Treatment of nitrogen oxides

» 5030411- Removal of impurities from coolant of a nuclear reactor

» 5070874~ Non-invasive determination of glucose concentration in body of patients

» 5086823- One-piece louver for a louvered covering system

» 5483812- Roll apparatus for reducing work

» 5492033- _Steering damper in and for vehicles

» 6017337- _Cryoprobe based on a peltier module

» 6031078- _MTbx protein and nucleic acid molecules and uses therefor

» 6037148- MTBX protein and nucleic acid molecules and uses therefor

» 6071631- Heat-resistant and anticorrosive lamellar metal-plated steel material with uniform
processability and anticorrosiveness

» 6145637- Steering damper in and for vehicles

* 6291193- MTbx protein and nucleic acid molecules and uses therefor

» 6468232- Method and apparatus for measuring properties of the pelvic floor muscles

» 6482589- Nucleic acid probes for the detection of genital mycoplasmas

* 6716181- Female urinary device

» 6737084- _Compositions and methods for enhancing or treating female sexual response

» 5927740- Steering damper in and for vehicles

» 5851765- DNA sequencing by mass spectrometry via exonuclease degradation

» 5497789- Foot protector incorporating a viscoelastic gel

» 5533705- Drive for deodorant apparatus

» 5550190- Thermoplastic elastomer composition

» 5560744- Buffing

» 5573499- Vibrator system

» 5620429- Feminine napkin allows external sexual intercourse
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5720773- Method for treating biopsychiatric disorders

5816846- Electrical connector

5836213- Steering damper in and for vehicles

5843667- Nucleic acid probes for the detection for genital mycoplasmas

7594778- Method for protecting surfaces of infrastructure improvements in a construction environment

*k*k

Resources from the NCBI used in this document, NCBI's standard disclaimer applies.

Nothing in this document should be used in place of personal medical advice from your own qualified medical
practitioner. See BioPortfolio.com User Agreement

Send comments and feedback to:

Peter Barfoot Managing Director, BioPortfolio Ltd.
UK Tel: (+44) 1300 321501

USA Voicemail and Fax: (+1) 415 680 2472
Peter Barfoot peter.barfoot@bioportfolio.com

All rights reserved. All other trademarks recognized.

BioPortfolio Limited is registered in England & Wales at Stafford House, 10 Prince of Wales Road,
Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 1PW, UK. N0.3312883 VAT No. GB 744 6483 10

Copyright 1997-2009 - BioPortfolio Limited.

Portfolio

5/5


http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect2=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&RefSrch=yes&Query=PN%2F5720773
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect2=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&RefSrch=yes&Query=PN%2F5816846
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect2=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&RefSrch=yes&Query=PN%2F5836213
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect2=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&RefSrch=yes&Query=PN%2F5843667
http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect2=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsearch-bool.html&r=1&f=G&l=50&d=PALL&RefSrch=yes&Query=PN%2F7594778
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/About/disclaimer.html
http://www.bioportfolio.com/policies/agreemen.htm
mailto:peter.barfoot@bioportfolio.com?subject=Comments and Feedback

