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Witchcraft
View the current Witchcraft InDepth page on BioPortfolio.com
(http://www.bioportfolio.com/indepth/Witchcraft.html)
Witchcraft , in various historical, anthropological, religious and mythological contexts, is the use of certain
kinds of supernatural or magical powers.A witch is a practitioner of witchcraft. The Online Etymology
Dictionary states a "possible connection to Gothic weihs "holy" and Ger. weihan "consecrate," and writes,
"the priests of a suppressed religion naturally become magicians to its successors or opponents."
[http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=witch] While mythological witches are often supernatural
creatures, historically many people have been accused of witchcraft, or have claimed to be witches. In "Some
Reflections on the Relationship Magic-Religion", author H. S. Versnel writes: "Anthropologists in particular
have argued that no meaningful contrast between religion and magic can be gained from this approach and
that our notion 'magic' is a modern-western biased construct which does not fit representations of other
cultures."
[http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0029-5973%28199112%2938%3A2%3C177%3ASROTRM%3E2.0.CO%3B2-P
&size=LARGE&origin=JSTOR-enlargePage] Witchcraft still exists in a number of belief systems, and indeed
there are many today who self-identify with the term "witch" .While the term "witchcraft" can have positive or
negative connotations depending on cultural context , most contemporary people who self-identify as witches
see it as beneficent and morally positive.The majority of Europeans historically accused of witchcraft were
women, and in legends and popular culture the stereotype is female; however males were also often referred
to as witches.

Recent Publications on Witchcraft:  

                                       
 

 • [The spells of Don Marcos Humuta: order and conflict in an Opata community of Sonora: Bacerac,
1704] 
 In 1971, less than one-hundred years after Still''s publication (1897)...2nd October, 2008 
- Estud Hist Novohisp. 2001;25:117-54. 

• [A poisoning in Paris: the poisoning of Mr. de Vaux, 1742] 
 In 1971, less than one-hundred years after Still''''s publication (1897)...2nd October, 2008 
- Hist Econ Soc. 2001;20(1):23-36. 

• [A trial of magicians in the 18th century] 
 In 1971, less than one-hundred years after Still''''''''s publication (1897)...2nd October, 2008 
- Hist Econ Soc. 2001;20(2):219-29. 

• On the early use and origin of the term "obeah" in Barbados and the anglophone Caribbean. 
 In 1971, less than one-hundred years after Still''''''''''''''''s publication (1897)...2nd October, 2008 
- Slavery Abol. 2001;22(2):87-100. 

• [Failure of the European witch-hunt: Robin Brigg's Witches and Neighbours: The Social and Cultural
Context of European Witchcraft (1996)] 
 In 1971, less than one-hundred years after Still''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''s publication (1897)...2nd
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October, 2008 
- Przegl Hist. 2001;92(4):461-75. 

• Witches and missionaries in nineteenth century Transvaal. 
 While it is increasingly recognized that contextually relevant HIV...2nd October, 2008 
- J South Afr Stud. 2001;27(3):429-43. 

• [Demons among the marginalized: the black population and pacts with demons in northern New Spain
in the 17th and 18th centuries] 
 In 1971, less than one-hundred years after Still''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''s publication (1897)...1st October, 2008 
- Coln Latin Am Hist Rev. 2001;10(2):199-221. 

• Help-seeking behaviour for sexual-health concerns: a qualitative study of men in Zimbabwe. 
 Using data collected through semi-structured interviews and focus group...24th September, 2008 
 Nuffield Centre for International Health & Development, University of- Cult Health Sex. 2008
May;10(4):361-76. (DOI Direct Link) 

• Indigenous narratives of HIV/AIDS: morality and blame in a time of change. 
 While it is increasingly recognized that contextually relevant HIV...10th September, 2008 
 Thomas Coram Research Unit, Institute of Education, University of London.- Med Anthropol. 2008
Jul-Sep;27(3):227-56. (DOI Direct Link) 

• Proteus rebound: reconsidering the "torture of nature". 
 Though Carolyn Merchant has agreed that Francis Bacon did not advocate the...4th September, 2008 
 St. John's College, 1160 Camino de la Cruz Blanca, Santa Fe, New Mexico- Isis. 2008
Jun;99(2):304-17. 

• Sociocultural impediments to male factor infertility evaluation in rural South-east Nigeria. 
 This study evaluated the rate and factors influencing male uptake of...30th August, 2008 
 Ebonyi State University Teaching Hospital, Abakaliki, Nigeria.- J Obstet Gynaecol. 2008
Apr;28(3):323-6. (DOI Direct Link) 

• Healthcare seeking behaviour for Buruli ulcer in Benin: a model to capture therapy choice of patients
and healthy community members. 
 Buruli ulcer is a devastating condition emerging in West Africa. We...12th July, 2008 
 University Medical Center Groningen, Department of Internal Medicine, P.O.- Trans R Soc Trop Med
Hyg. 2008 Sep;102(9):912-20. Epub 2008 Jul 9. (DOI Direct Link) 

• [The righteous province of Chiloe: witchcraft between the 18th and 20th centuries. Part 2] 
 This study evaluated the rate and factors influencing male uptake of...1st July, 2008 
- Rev Chil Hist Geogr. 2001-02;166:183-225. 

• Beliefs about schizophrenia and its treatment in Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia. 
 BACKGROUND: Lay beliefs about schizophrenia have been extensively studied...26th June, 2008 
 Department of Psychology, University of Westminster, London, UK.- Int J Soc Psychiatry. 2008
Mar;54(2):164-79. 

• Understanding home-based neonatal care practice in rural southern Tanzania. 
 In order to understand home-based neonatal care practices in rural...3rd June, 2008 
 Ifakara Health Research and Development Centre, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.- Trans R Soc Trop Med
Hyg. 2008 Jul;102(7):669-78. Epub 2008 Jun 2. (DOI Direct Link) 

BioNews Results for Witchcraft
 

 • 'Adventures of Ana L'Tech' Viral Video Gains Global Audience 
Genetic Engineering News:  Oct 2 2008 8:58PM Matching: witchcraft  

• HIV/AIDS awareness efforts face difficulties in northern Kenya, health workers, advocates say 
News-Medical.Net:  Aug 26 2008 6:56AM Matching: witchcraft  
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Witchcraft Patents:

                        

• 7353256- Application program interface for message routing and management system
• 5480522-  Self-energizing fluid treatment apparatus employing external electrodes
• 5387324-  Method for providing an ionic change in fluid
• 5328572-  Dual system using three electrodes to treat fluid
• 5264102-  Method and apparatus for the treatment of an aqueous liquid
• 5097795-  Water purification system and apparatus
• 4966096-  Water purification system and apparatus
• 4957907-  Process for preparation of aloe products
• 4917890-  Processes for preparation of aloe products, products produced thereby and compositions

thereof
• 4798021-  Automatic horizontal jigging downrigger
• 4735935-  Process for preparation of aloe products products, produced thereby and compositions

thereof
• 4679797-  Board game simulating travel through time
• 4557250-  Firebox for burning solid fuels cleanly
• 4345765-  Moving target means of shooting gallery
• 4055479-  Fluid treater having electric field warping means
• 5508779-  Auto-bracketing system
• 5584741-  Halloween toy
• 5689603-  Optically interactive nanostructure
• 7288270- Therapeutic composition for the prevention and treatment of mucositis and mucosal disorders
• 7227067- Tarpin, a string musical instrument
• 6981920- Magic trick device and method
• 6967566-  Live-action interactive adventure game
• 6932342-  Board game
• 6842772-  Application program interface for message routing and management system
• 6796908-  Interactive dark ride
• 6606659-  System and method for controlling access to internet sites
• 6560592-  Multi-model computer database storage system with integrated rule engine
• 6347877-  Cable grid spectral lighting system
• 6301823-  Spoon fishing lure
• 6182391-  Fishing lure
• 5870850-  Rattling fishing lure
• 5795249-  Holder for golf ball marker
• 3952159-  Ducted port reflex enclosure

***

Resources from the NCBI used in this document, NCBI's standard disclaimer applies.

Nothing in this document should be used in place of personal medical advice from your own qualified medical
practitioner. See BioPortfolio.com User Agreement 
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